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KTLI NEWS- HURN*l. 

Vue FYes»dMii, Joe Biden and ta wife-, Jtll Bulan, wave to the crowd after (hi ipeech during the 
third day of lhe Democratic National Convention at the Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia on 


Biden 
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ElCCCptHIlCU Ltl' the [UJEELEELiltka] Til LITMid V. 

The focus Wednesday waAon Clinton's 
national security resume as secretary of 
state and LLh. ^uruitor. That welh to con¬ 
trast to the first two days that looked m 
her efforts to help families, children and 

ivDrrtEn. 

Biden, in an emotionally charged 20- 
minute speech, condemned Donald 
Trump's- frEjmintr of America ;lh ei broken 
country, saying tlie GO! 3 nominee is 
wrong for the nation and its future, 

"WoVo had. ramiKntw btifore who at¬ 
tempted lo get elected l>y appealing to our 
fears, but they have never succeeded, be¬ 
cause we do nut scare easily" Biden de¬ 
clared os liis speech barreled towards it* 
fiery conclusion. “We never break, we 
never be mi, no, we endure, we overcome, 
and we always, always move forward " 

Biden asked the crowd not to cheer or 
boo fur a moment and listen to hui "deadly 
serious" message. And the arena fell si¬ 
lent. 

“Hu major party nominee b this histo¬ 
ry uf this nation has ever known less or 
has t>eeu less prepared to deal with our 
nariuruiljieeunly. he «aid. 

Bui when Biden spoke of how he has 
“never been more optimistic," and said 

he believes “the 21 .Hi century will be the 

American century, * the crowd roared. Ai 
one point, it broke into chants of USA! 
USA1 USAl 

“He ignited this place," said Delaware 
delegate Erik RnserSchramm. “Joe look 
usun an Ejmcniunat journey, from happy to 
sad to angry and fired up. Amazing."' 

The prime-time speech was a visible 
effort tn mend discord fjI bulh the upper 
echdurt and front lines Of the Democratic 
Party, which now faces a bruising battle 
against Trump. 

Duiiujuut.H huplng the four-day con¬ 
vention would display lotal party unity 
have boun disuppoblud to see shout - 
downs from frustrated supporters of 
one-time primary opponenlU^. Sen. Ber 
nic Sanders, of Vermont, who feel si¬ 
lenced by the |iarty establishment. 

Protects erupted outside the Wells 
Fargu Cunter, and some Sanders dde>- 
gates walked off the flour Huesday as 
Clinton was formally nominated in a roil 
call vote. 

Supporters uf tlic Verntunl senator 
have jvornled to leaked Democratic Na- 
linnalCumcnEttcc emails I hat show party 
Officials seeking to help Clinton defeat 
Sanders in the nomination process. Party 
Chairwoman Debbie Wasserrmui Schultz 
resigned. 

Inan interview tvith The News Journal 
before the speech. E he vice president said 
Democrats have lu remember their base 

working class and minority voters 
and fold in Sanders supporters by tack¬ 
ling income imcqualil y head on. 

“Benue is absolutely right in speaking 
lu whfll eats at my ctjre." he said. ac¬ 
knowledging the internal-party fighting 
1 hat lias become a re occurring issue 

He said ell Democrats need to push for 


Wednesday night 


change In some of the Issuje&Snndefssup¬ 
porters care about, like income Inequal¬ 
ity. Ha also urged Democrats to seek tax 
breaks fur the wealthy for funding free 
community college for studenls, a focus 
of Clinton, tn recent months, and ruilemt 
ed the importance of brokering compro¬ 
mise across party lines, noting Ihal Law¬ 
makers have fewer oppurtuuElios to trav¬ 
el 111 blpEiriban cualil Ions tmd dine with 
otue another in the Senate dining room to 
leam more about lhelr colleagues and 
their fEimilies. as he did when he was a 
senator. 

“It's the Delaware way. We’ve always 
gotten along," he said at MeGiliirt's Qtde 
Ale House in Center City Philadelphia, 
where he also appeared on the MSNBC 
program "Morning Joe" and met with 
Delaware delegates. 

Bidcm also used the pre-speech discus¬ 
sion lu tEirget Trump, who fur much of 
Wednesday nearly dominated the news 
cycle and seemed to zap I he focus away 
from the Democrats' celebmliun in South 
Philadelphia. 

The Republican nominee, during a 
press conference b Florida, sold Russia 
would get access lo and release thou¬ 
sands of emails that had been deleted 
from the private cutn^ulur server Ch:i 
ton used as secretary of state, a conten 
linos topic that has become an ongoing 
campaign Issue and subject of a federal 
investigation. 

Later, m bide n.\H humeluwn of Scran¬ 
ton, Pennsylvania, Trump said he would 
not be quiet during the convention. 

“WeU, guess what, folks - we're cam- 
pulgiLuig," said Trump, who won Dela¬ 
ware's GOP primary fn April “Because 
we’re going tomake America great again, 
folks.’ 1 

On Wednesday morning, before the 
comments ware made, the vice president 


saidThump "krto ws nothing atoorn foreign 
policy, 1 " adding that he and foreign lead 
□rs are worried by Lhe prospectuf him be¬ 
ing elected 

“The things he says absolutely make 
no sense," Biden said. 

The speech reflected a Cum plica led 
political relattonship belween Clinton 
and Biden, who worked together in lhe 
U.S. Senate mid became political rivals i n 
Ihe 2008 Democratic primary, trading 
tiurbsduring debatesun foreign policy Is¬ 
sues. Biden left the race after a pour fin¬ 
ish in the Iowa caucuses, and Clinton fol 
lowed months later after struggling to 
gain Lruirl ion against Obama. 

He was introduced Wednesday by his 
wife, Jill Biden, and a video about his OC- 
complJ&hinettts, followed by the theme to 
“Rocky 11 and chanls from the crowd of 
“Joe, Joe, Joe.’ 1 

The vice president's speech wait pEol 
of a day that bad the Democrats focusing 
on their 1 heme of diversity, w ith address¬ 
es by rising stars tike California Lt. Gov. 
Gavin Newsom and parly stalwarts in 
eluding .Senate Democratic. Leader Hor¬ 
ry keid and former Defense Secretary 
and CIA Director I^an Panetta, who 
worked with Clinton to the Obama cab¬ 
inet. The day also marked lhe mirodue- 
l km of Clinton running mate Virginia Sen. 
Tim Koine n:i t he naUunoL political stage. 

Kaine Spoke a portion of the speech 
Spanish, calling Clinton a “soulmate " 

"We share ihifl belief: Do all the pood 
yon can. Serve one another. That’s what 
Tm about. Thai's whal you're about, 
That's whol Bennie Son dors is about. 
That’s wluit Jne Biden is abdUL Thai's 
what Barack and Michelle Obama are 
nbout. And thnl's what Hillary Clinton b 
about, " he said. 

Obama entered the stage after a video 
about tha challenges nf being president 


and the import an lu of optimism. The fol¬ 
lowing speech touched on .some of the 
same themes Obama used in hia D-emo- 
cretie National Convention address of 
2004. when as a low-ranking Senate can¬ 
didate from Chicago his urged a new ap¬ 
proach to politics and toss divisive rheto¬ 
ric ihat divides ihe nation. He famously 
said tftal there is no black or while Amer¬ 
ica, but we H we ate urte people." 

“America is already great. America is 
already strong. 1 ' he said Wednesday 
“And 1 premise you, our strength, our 
greatness, does noi depend on Donald 
Trump." 

J-le also pointed to Clinton's choice In 
Kaine. 

“He will be a great vice president, and 
he’ll make Hillary a. better president. J usl 
like my dear friend and brother Joe Bk 
den has made me a belter president, 1 ' 
Ohuma said. 

The speeches by OlKuna and Joe Baden 
amounted to a symbolic passing of the 
Damucreltt: mantle lo the Clinton-Kaine 
ticket. The vice president’s office said lie 
has attended all hut one Democratic No- 
i tunal CoEEventtonsince vnX and it is like¬ 
ly Wednesday '& address is among the Iasi 
in from of a nationally televised audi¬ 
ence-. 

“He's our humeboy" cotiventton 
superdelegate and House Majority Lead¬ 
er Vfiletie I.tmgh-jrHT saidi, recalling hmv 
Biden campaigned with her ouiaide a 
Bear Acme during her first run. ^I-le 

lakes core of us and wo take care nf him.’’ 

St'iin Finnegan, another delegate, said 
he was “incredibly proud" watching B i- 
den's speech and meeting with him b 1 he 
morning. 

“He thanked us for allowing him the 
opportunity tn serve the people of Dela¬ 
ware, and tlie realltj,' is that we want to 
thank Joe for taking u? on this amazing 
ride," Fbnegan s«iic5. "The reality is tha! 
wt ivuul In thank Jue for taking us on this 
amazing ride." 

Asked about his plans post-vice presi¬ 
dency earlier Wednesday, Joe Biden said 
that he plans to maintain a strong pres¬ 
ence in Itotnware after he Leaves office. 
He said he will hire on impressive team io 
support his. advocacy on cancer research 
cellaboL-alim, women's rights and access 
lo affordable education. lie's abu been 
a pproached by manymomljers of the par¬ 
ty lo ountinuecampa.igningand fundrais- 
ing for candidates. 

“This Is the only thing Tye ever done 
that 1 cored ahnut," Biden saidof his more 
ilion four decades of public service. “I 
can’t fathom retirement." 

Joe Biden said the LVinocrats are 
more united than wbat has played out on 
television- lie cited no qualms aboul 
serving &h a surragale l'or the Clmlon 
campaign, despite cun cents, about the 
presidential hopeful’s trustworthiness. 

"■RvE-Tythinj" she'.% ever said, she’s 
done," he said uf his professional rdn- 
liofLship with Lite former secretary of 
slate. "The measure of a public servant is 
do they believe wliUE they say. dOea their 
life work re fleet" that 

“I'm more hopeful for the prospect of 
America than I’ve ever been," he said. 

The /lssacfoictf Press ornf Nicofe 
GfiFtirfiKiFto of USA Today contribuied. 
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